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 Housing and Urban Development for the San Diego Standard Metropolitan Statistical
Area.

Visibility area means the area necessary to allow adequate sight distance for safe
vehicle and pedestrian movement at intersections involving a public right-of-way. See
Section 113.0273 for additional information on measuring visibility areas.

Wall, retaining (See retaining wall)

Wall sign means a sign attached to, or a sign copy area on, a structure or adjunct of a
structure, including an equipment screen or dormer that completely screens the
mechanical equipment of the structure, and has its exposed sign face parallel or
approximately parallel to the plane of the structure to which the sign is attached.

Wetland buffer means an area or feature(s) that protects the functions and values of
the adjacent wetland.

Wetlands are defined as areas which are characterized by any of the following
conditions:

1. All areas persistently or periodically containing naturally occurring wetland
vegetation communities characteristically dominated by hydrophytic
vegetation, including but not limited to salt marsh, brackish marsh, freshwater
marsh, riparian forest, oak riparian forest, riparian woodlands, riparian scrub,
and vernal pools;

2. Areas that have hydric soils or wetland hydrology and lack naturally occurring
wetland vegetation communities because human activities have removed the
historic wetland vegetation or catastrophic or recurring natural events or
processes have acted to preclude the establishment of wetland vegetation as in
the case of salt pannes and mudflats;

3. Areas lacking wetland vegetation communities, hydric soils and wetland
hydrology due to non-permitted filling of previously existing wetlands;

4. Areas mapped as wetlands on Map No. C-713 as shown in Chapter 13, Article
2, Division 6 (Sensitive Coastal Overlay Zone).

It is intended for this definition to differentiate for the purposes of delineating
wetlands, between naturally occurring wetlands and wetlands intentionally created by
human actions, from areas with wetlands characteristics unintentionally resulting
from human activities in historically non-wetland areas.  With the exception of
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wetlands created for the purpose of providing wetland habitat or resulting from
human actions to create open waters or from the alteration of natural stream courses,
areas demonstrating wetland characteristics, which are artificially created are not
considered wetlands by this definition.  Taking into account regional precipitation
cycles, all adopted scientific, regulator, and technological information available from
the State and Federal resource agencies shall be used for guidance on the
identification of hydrophytic vegetation, hydric soils and wetland hydrology.

Yard means an open area that lies between the setback line and the nearest parallel
property line within which no structures may be located, unless otherwise specified. 
See Section 113.0276 for additional information on determining yards.
(Amended 4-22-2002 by O-19051 N.S.; effective 10-8-2002.)


